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Topic: Foreign
Language in the

What kinds of programs
are there for elementary
teachers to teach Spanish?

Why should foreign
language be taught in the
elementary school?

What are some strategies
for teachers to advocate
for FLES?

Elementary
School (Spanish)

Spanish as a distinct Countless benefits- study | Inform parents and The earlier a child What kind of
What I Know: subject or teaching content | new cultures, increase community members, learns a second language program

in both Spanish and English proficiency, involve many teachers language the better does a bilingual

English communicate! school have?

FLES- Foreign Language Principle 1: “All students | Offer language learning in | Principle 2: “Learning Where can foreign
Source 1: in the Elementary School should learn or maintain | “extended, well- languages should be a language teachers go
ACTFL which is a sequential at least one language in articulated sequences that | central part of the for specific

www.actfl.org/

language learning
experience for a degree of
proficiency.

FLEX- Foreign Language
Experience or
Exploratory- programs
that provide limited
exposure for presecondary
students.

Immersion: Partial or Full

addition to English.” “An
early language learning
experience generally
results in the
development of native or
near-native pronunciation
and intonation.”
Additional benefits
include “strengthening of
literacy in students’ first
language, raising
standardized test scores
in other subject areas,
and developing comfort
with cultural
differences.”

develop increasing levels
of proficiency at each
level of instruction.”
Teachers need to be “well
qualified in language
proficiency, cultural
knowledge, and teaching
skills.”

curriculum at all levels
of instruction, from
young learners through
graduate school and
adults (Pre-K through
20).”

“The opportunity to
learn any second
language is more
important than the
specific language that is
leaned since research
shows that generally
learning a third or
fourth language is
facilitated after learning
a second.”

curriculum ideas?

How do I know
exactly what should
be taught to my
students?




Source 2:
Center for
Applied
Linguistics
www.cal.org/

Total Immersion — All
subjects taught in the
lower grades (K-2) are
taught in the foreign
language; instruction in
English usually increases
in the upper grades (3-6)
t0 20%-50%.

Partial Immersion — Up to
50% of subjects are taught
in the foreign language; in
some programs, the
material taught in the
foreign language is
reinforced in English.
Two-Way Immersion —
Equal emphasis to English
and a non-English
language and one to two
thirds of the students are
native speakers of the non-
English language, with the
remainder being native
speakers of English.

“In addition to
developing a lifelong
ability to communicate
with people from other
countries and
backgrounds, other
benefits include
improved overall school
performance and superior
problem-solving
skills...Students of
foreign languages tend to
score higher on
standardized tests...
Knowledge of a second
language also seems to
coincide with high
academic
achievement...Learning
another language can
enhance knowledge of
English structures and
vocabulary. Students of
foreign languages may
have better career
opportunities.”

Foster children’s interest
and aptitude in other
languages. Read or speak
to students in Spanish, if
possible supply books,
videos, and other
materials in the language.
Attend cultural events that
feature music, dance, or
food from Spanish-
speaking countries. Start
a summer program for
Spanish study. Setup an
in-class Spanish lending
library, give students
opportunities to use the
language in and out of
class, encourage parents
who speak Spanish to use
it with their children, and
invite foreign exchange
students to talk about their
language and culture.

“When children have an
early start to a long
sequence of language
instruction that
continues through high
school and college, they
will be able to achieve
levels of fluency that
have not been possible
in the past due to the
late start of most
language programs.”

How can I help
bilingual Spanish
students continue to
develop both
languages without a
bilingual classroom?

How do I go about
starting a sequential
Spanish program in a
school where no
other teachers speak
Spanish?

Source 3:
Redmond, M. L.
“Attention! Are You
Seeking A Position
With Long-Term
Benefits? Be An
Advocate!” Learning

Languages 4.1 (Fall
1998): 1-6.

Content-Based Instruction:
integrating other content
areas into Spanish
instruction

“...Benefits include the
development of critical
thinking skills, acute
listening skills, enhanced
imagination and
creativity, as well as
better communication
skills and greater
opportunities for living
and working in the 21%
century.”

Inform parents,
administrators, and the
local community about
the program and students’
accomplishments. Show
parents and the
community the skills
attained and the purposes
of the language learned in
“real” ways. Invite guests
in, network with
colleagues, and thank
supporters; use your state
conference to organize
advocacy efforts.

It is imperative to
assess students’
progress both
informally and formally
and make parents aware
of the results.

Including a variety of
products to show
progress can be a
positive public relations
strategy and allow
program evaluations.

What are some
strategies to change
the mindset of
parents or
administrators who
don’t see the benefit
of foreign language
education?
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