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foreign language instruction in elementary schools.  The connected resources add more appeal to 
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language, and benefits of such instruction and learning. 
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The ERIC Digests, which was formerly the ERIC Clearinghouse, hosts a number of articles 
relating to educational topics.  Therefore, its main purpose is to inform the visitors of its website 
about different educational topics and points of interest.  The basic elements of the article include 
explanations about the different language programs, materials, and characteristics of a successful 
and effective foreign language program.  Although this article is outdated by at least ten years, 
the information it contains is still valuable, as the information has been repeated in other sources 
of information.  Jane Reeves does a wonderful job of organizing the information into a clear, 
easy-to-read text and not interjecting her opinion into this article.  The website that hosts this 
article is similar in organization and is easy to follow.  Although this article does not contain as 
big of an array of information as other sources, it is concise in terms of the different programs of 
foreign language instruction. 
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The American Educational Research Association, which offers sources of information in regards 
to education, is hosted on the ERIC website.  ERIC offers a wide range of articles related to 
various educational topics.  However, the basic elements of this article include when foreign 
language should begin, the implications of learning a foreign language, and other important facts.  
In specific though, this article focuses on the research done with the teaching of foreign language 
in elementary grades, without the author interjecting opinions, but only stating the facts based on 
the research done.  This source contains very pertinent information when looking to implement a 
foreign language program in the elementary grades, which is reinforced by other resources 
relating to the topic of foreign language.  Also, this article is very current, having been published 
in the spring of 2006.  Therefore, one can assume that since the article is fairly recent and is 
published by an award winning association, the American Educational Research Association, 
that the information is reliable.  The content on the website is very concise and easy to navigate, 
just like the article. Since the website is formatted this way, it adds to the appeal of the article 
itself. 


